CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

mand a majority m the representative House.
The fall of Prince Katsura's mmistiy was
brought about by the pressure of public
opinion, aided by noting in the capital; and
it is noticeable that in that crisis, for the first
time, the name of the Emperor was dragged
into political controversy The narrow basis
of representation in Japan, which confines the
electorate to the upper middle class, will no
doubt delay a democratic evolution But the
modern history of France and of England
shows that such barriers generally disappear
once public opinion is effectively aroused
There are signs, I think, that it is stirring in
Japan, and its manifestations are likely to
be the more violent the more it is denied
the normal outlet In a word, the Japanese
statesmen are endeavouring to combine an
autocratic system of government with an
industrial civilisation, a free press, and an edu-
cation on western lines This I believe to be
as impossible in the long run as it is to keep
water in the liquid state after the boiling
point is reached. Government follows social
evolution; and industrialism, though it may
favour plutocracy, can never favour the
domination of a military caste.
78